
Welcome Home 

 Guidelines for a Safe Return to Sunday Worship    

Return to Sunday Worship 

    Over the past 6 weeks, a 10-member volunteer 

task force developed guidelines that were 

presented to and approved by the Administrative 

Council. We are now ready to begin sharing about 

the next steps in our planned return to worship 

for both services on July 12. 

     As we take these steps, as a church family, it 

is important to understand why a very intentional 

process of returning to in-person activities is 

necessary. The reopening of our country, state, 

and church is not because the threat of COVID-19 

has disappeared. We continue to see, from local 

reports, that new cases of the coronavirus are 

still emerging. Thus, the gradual plan to reopen 

our community isn’t being implemented because 

the danger is gone, but rather because returning 

to work and worship is needed and necessary. As 

a result, it is important that we take care in our 

return and follow best practices and guidelines. 

We do so out of love for each other, love for our 

brothers and sisters in Christ, love for our families 

and the desire to keep each other safe. 

     Please understand that this is the first step of 
our gradual return to in-person activities at CT. 
Everything won’t be “back to normal” for a while. 
Some things will be different. Please be patient 
and do what you can to show love, care, and 
concern for each other during this time. 
 

Service Times and Modifications 

Ignite @ 9:00, please arrive after 8:40. 

Traditional @ 10:30, please arrive after 10:10. 

     Please note that the 10:15 service is being 

moved TEMPORARILY to 10:30 to allow time for 

the Ignite service attendees to exit and to 

“clean/sanitize” the sanctuary between services. 

     We are also asking that you arrive no earlier 

than 20 minutes before the start of the service 

you will attend to prevent large gatherings in the 

Welcome Area between services. At this time, no 

coffee or snacks will be available in the Welcome 

Center. 

     Children will be joyfully welcomed to join 

their family in the sanctuary with age-appropriate 

materials provided for them at the Welcome 

Center. Although Kids Own Worship will not be 

available, Nursery Care will be available for 

infants and toddlers at both services.  Children’s 

hands should be washed immediately prior to 

being placed in the nursery. 

 

 

Traffic Flow and Greeting 
     Please be encouraged to maintain physical 

distancing while in the church and while entering 

and exiting the building. A friendly verbal greeting 

will show you care until we can be closer again. As 

always, only the main entrance will be open. A 

greeter will be at the outer doors to greet you and 

to hold the door open for you. The inner doors will 

be propped open and touch free. Once inside the 

church, please move toward the sanctuary where 

an usher will assist you with seating. 

     At the end of the services, an exit process will 

be provided. Please follow the guidance given to 

alleviate congestion while exiting the church. The 

pastor will be in the Welcome Area but will not be 

shaking hands. Once exiting the sanctuary, please 

continue out toward the parking area. If you 

choose to visit for a few moments with others, we 

ask that you do so once outside the building. 

 

Seating and Attendance 
     Approximately every third pew will be 

available for seating. The back pew will not be 

available to ease congestion along the back aisle. 

Please allow the ushers to assist you in finding a 

place to sit. Please limit the number of family/ 

household groups per pew at two with space 

between groups. For example, a couple from one 

household and a family of 2 or 3 could sit at 

opposite ends of the same pew, leaving a sizable 

open space in the middle or a family of 5+ could 

take the entire pew. 

     Seating will be clearly marked as to what pews 

are available. We realize this might mean that you 

will not sit in your normal place, or even the same 

place from week to week. The ushers will do all 

they can to accommodate your desire to sit in a 

specific area of the church; however, your 

gracious cooperation is needed to maintain 

physical distancing. All seating will be sanitized 

before each service. 

     For attendance purposes, a few photographs 

will be taken each Sunday. This will also record 

where persons are seated in the event a positive 

COVID-19 test should occur for a person within the 

congregation and notifications would be 

necessary. 
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 Sunday School and Meetings 

     At this time no final date has been set for the 

resumption of Sunday School and other 

gatherings at church. Once in-person worship 

begins, a further evaluation will be made as to 

when additional activities will resume. Thank you 

for your prayers and patience in this process. 

 

Restrooms 

     Restrooms will be open and cleaned before 

each service but not between each use. Use the 

restrooms at your own discretion. However, 

usage will probably be minimal at first because 

of not having Sunday School and services that 

may be a bit shorter. 

 

Staying Home Live-Stream Services 
     If you feel sick, have a temperature, or don’t 

feel comfortable coming to church during this 

time, we encourage you to stay home. We will 

continue to provide live-stream services at 9:00 

and 10:30 each Sunday. Both services each week 

will also be posted to CT’s website and YouTube. 

     We honor each individual’s decision about 

their comfort level in returning to in-person 

worship. During this time of pandemic there are 

good and faithful reasons that some of us may 

need to stay home to protect ourselves or to care 

for others. 

 

Future Updates 
     One constant throughout the COVID-19 

pandemic has been that practices for staying safe 

shift and change. Expect further updates and 

possible adjustments to this plan as time passes 

and we begin living into these changes. We will 

do our best to keep you informed and updated 

through congregational mailings, postings to the 

CT website, and Sunday morning announcements. 

 

Final Thoughts 
     For this plan to have the greatest positive 

impact, it will take each of us following these 

carefully crafted guidelines and procedures to 

the best of our abilities. 

     These guidelines have been prayerfully and 

carefully developed by using federal, state, local 

and West Ohio UMC recommendations. Please 

follow these guidelines out of love for our entire 

church family and for all our loved ones. If you 

have any questions or concerns after reading this 

letter, please feel free to contact the church 

office at 740-453-1210. 

     May God bless you and keep you and your 

families safe as we eagerly and joyfully look 

forward to coming back together for worship at 

Central Trinity. 

Hymnals/Bibles/Bulletins 

     For the time being, all hymnals, Bibles, 
envelopes, etc. will be removed from the pews, 
and bulletins will not be available. This is to lessen 
the possibility of transmitting the coronavirus by 
touching these items. 
     Screens at the front of the sanctuary will be 
used for announcements, hymns, and any other 
materials normally printed for the service. Please 
bring your personal Bible to use; if you want to use 
a hymnal, one will be given to you to take home 
and bring back each Sunday.  This will be yours to 
keep. If a Bible or hymnal is needed, one will be 
provided as a gift from Central Trinity. 
     Announcements and calendar items may be 
found on CT’s website and in the monthly ConnecT 
newsletter. 

 

Face Coverings and Singing 
     Face coverings and singing created perhaps 
more discussion than any other item in this 
communication. Congregational singing was 
identified as an integral part of our corporate 
worship. Yet singing is also one of the most 
transmissible ways for respiratory droplets to 
spread. 
     Therefore, out of care and love for others, we 
ask that you wear a face covering throughout the 
service and preferably at all times you are in the 
building. You may bring your own or pick up one in 
a sealed bag at the Welcome Center. 
     We understand that health considerations may 
make wearing a face covering unsafe or not 
possible for some. Please know that you are still 
welcome. However, out of concern for others, if 
you are unable to wear a face covering, please be 
encouraged to refrain from singing and from con-
gregational spoken liturgy (Apostles’ Creed, etc.). 
 

Offerings and Prayer Requests 
     Instead of passing offering plates, offering 
boxes will be placed at the front and back of the 
sanctuary, and you may place your offering in the 
boxes on your way in or out of the sanctuary. Your 
gifts, tithes, and offerings will be blessed during 
the service. Another option is to give online which 
is available on the CT website. Thank you for your 
continued and generous support of the work and 
ministries of Central Trinity over these past 
weeks—your commitment to the Lord’s work has 
not waivered. You may also place any prayer 
requests you have in these boxes. Please bring 
your own note/prayer request to put in the boxes 
or write it on the back of your offering envelope. 
 

Communion 
     Pre-packaged communion sets in ziplock bags 

will be prepared and distributed as worshippers 

enter the sanctuary. Waste baskets will be placed 

at the exits to dispose of used items. The first 

communion back in person will be August 9. 


